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" Think," he would exclaim," of all the genius and bravery buried
here."

While John Lawrence was encamped before Delhi, his con-
versation turned repeatedly on the wonderful circumstances of
the siege, and many points were brought into prominence.

He thought that there had been some delay in the advance
of the British force for the recapture of Delhi after the outbreak
of the mutinies in May. The Commander-in-Chief, General
Anson, was personally anxious to move, but had been overruled
by the difficulty of procuring carriage for all the articles required
by European troops on a march during the hottest weather.
"Whether the circumstances justified the General in incurring
the risk of moving the troops with insufficient baggage at such
a season, was a military question which no unprofessional
person could determine. John Lawrence, however, thought
that in this case speed was so important as to justify any risk
which could reasonably be braved/ If only the British forces
could have at the outset appeared before Delhi, the place
would have succumbed and woes unnumbered would have
been avoided. He was highly satisfied, however, with the
conduct of George Barnes and Douglas Forsyth, the chief civil
officers on the line of military communications, in procuring
carriage for the troops; and he eulogized the loyalty of the
Sikh principalities through which the British army had to

He would say " On these occasions the great thing is to advance,
to stand still is fatal; precautionary consideration before moving
is no doubt necessary, but that consideration should be quickly
taken, and thereupon the decision must be instant. Dangers
which might be dissipated by a forward movement, will thicken
beyond possibility of retrieval if there be any pause or hesita-
tion." The word " advance " was constantly on his lips as com-
prising a maxim for the guidance of men suddenly confronted
with political danger in India.

He deemed it very unfortunate that so many European troops
had been stationed -in the Himalayan, mountains out of imme-
diate reach when dangers arose in the plains of northern India;
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